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To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  The  Beeston  and  Stapleford 
Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

My  Report  to  you  on  the  health  of  the  district  during  the  year 
1955  represents  the  closing  chapter  to  a period  of  great  activity  by  all 
the  officers  of  the  Public  Health  Department.  Efforts  were  intensified 
in  almost  every  aspect  of  the  Public  Health  field. 

The  notification  during  the  year  of  1,815  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  was  a number  greatly  in  excess  of  those  occurring  in  any 
other  recorded  year. 

Measles  accounted  for  1,503  notifications,  and  caused  the  death 
of  a child  of  14  months.  The  epidemic  commenced  in  January  and 
continued  unabated  throughout  the  next  six  months,  933  cases  occurring 
in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  and  546  cases  in  the  second  quarter. 
Although  predominantly  an  infection  of  the  younger  age  groups,  there 
were  five  cases  amongst  adults. 

42  children  suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever,  the  notifications  being 
more  or  less  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  year  but  showing  a 
tendency  to  increase  in  the  December  quarter.  This  infection  was 
generally  mild  in  type  and  the  vast  majority  of  cases  were  nursed  at 
home.  Admission  to  hospital  was  due  almost  entirely  to  social  condi- 
tions, and  not  to  the  severity  of  the  illness,  and  represented  14%  of 
the  cases  notified.  It  is  of  interest  to  compare  this  figure  with  that  of 
1950  when  55%  of  all  cases  notified  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

While  we  are  pleased  to  record  a decrease  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  dysentry,  there  was  an  increased  notification  of  food  poisoning. 
Two  thirds  of  the  63  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  the  latter  half 
of  the  year  and  this  disease  is  the  subject  of  a special  section  of  this 
report. 

There  was  no  fatality  among  the  72  cases  of  whooping  cough, 
which  were  notified  mainly  in  the  spring  months.  The  grouping  of 
cases  in  streets  and  neighbourhoods  was  again  an  indication  of  tfie  need 
for  early  diagnosis  and  improved  isolation. 

Whooping  Cough  immunisation  was  commenced  during  the  year 
when  a combined  Diphtheria/Whooping  Cough  vaccine  was  introduced 
by  the  County  Council. 

Arrangements  were  also  made  for  the  introduction  of  Poliomyelitis 
vaccination  in  succeeding  years. 
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What  effect  these  efforts  will  have  in  the  control  of  these  infections 
is  a matter  of  speculation,  and  only  time  will  indicate  their  suppressive 
value. 

During  the  months  of  August,  September  and  October  there  were 
twelve  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  all  of  the  paralytic  variety.  There 
were  no  deaths  and  most  of  the  cases  already  have  made  an  excellent 
recovery.  The  average  annual  case  incidence  over  the  past  10  years 
has  been  some  13  per  100,000  and  has  always  been  a matter  of  concern 
to  the  department  and  it  is  hoped  that  our  future  immunisation  pro- 
grammes will  cause  a substantial  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  no  aged  person  was  removed  under 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  during  1955.  Although 
several  visits  were  made  in  this  respect,  alternative  arrangements  were 
possible  in  each  case. 

It  was  necessary  to  use  the  Cleansing  Station  at  Bramcote  on  one 
or  two  occasions  during  the  year. 

Attendances  were  made  by  both  old  people  lacking  facilities  to 
maintain  their  personal  hygiene  and  by  persons  suffering  from  Scabies. 


SECTION  “A” 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  of  District  in  Acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate—  mid  1955)  : — 
Home  population  (all  ages)  including  members 
of  the  armed  forces  stationed  in  the  area 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (according  to  Rate  books)  . . 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 


6,488 


50,540 

15,716 

£338,691 

£1,340 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  are  extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year 
relating  to  Net  Births  and  Deaths  after  correction  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

| Legitimate  . . 

351 

329 

680 

Live  Births 

-{  Illegitimate  . . 

17 

8 

25 

I Total  . . 

368 

337 

705 

/ Legitimate  . . 

8 

8 

16 

Stillbirths 

■!  Illegitimate  . . 

2 

— 

2 

t Total  . . 

10 

8 

18 

Deaths  (at  all 

ages) 

198 

227 

425 

Deaths  of 

, Legitimate  . . 

' Illegitimate  . . 

6 

6 

12 

Infants 

— 

— 

— 

under  1 year 

1 Total  . . 

6 

6 

12 

7 


Livf.  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  13.95 
Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  stillbirths)  . . 24.89 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  8.41 
The  following  tables  compare  the  Birth,  Death,  Infant  Mortality 
and  the  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  over  the  past  five  years. 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  per  annum 

15.01 

14.61 

13.97 

14.02 

13.95 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  per  annum 

10.1 

8.28 

8.78 

8.82 

8.41 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate — 
(deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  per  1,000  live 
births) 

17.68 

18.99 

26.8 

28.2 

17.02 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


Numbers  of  Deaths 
Registered 

Rate  per  1,0 
(live 

00  Tot 
and  s 

il  Births 
till) 

From  Sepsis 
1955 

Nil 

From  Other 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Liowu  X / d 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Both  the  Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate  show  a decrease  over  the 
previous  year,  the  birth  rate  being  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for  the 
district. 

Both  the  rates  are  below  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole 
and  that  given  for  the  County  of  Nottinghamshire. 

Of  the  425  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  district,  52.23%  of  the 
people  were  over  the  age  of  70  years,  while  72.47%  had  passed  their 
60th  birthday. 

The  following  Table  compares  the  Birth,  Death  and  Infantile 
Mortality  Rates  for  the  district  with  those  of  England  and  Wales  as 
a whole,  and  with  the  average  of  the  Urban  Districts  of  Nottingham- 
shire : — 


Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate 

Beeston  and  Staple- 
ford 

13.95 

8.41 

17.02 

Nil 

England  and  Wales 

15.0 

11.7 

24.9 

.64 

Urban  Districts  of 
Nottinghamshire 

15.3 

10.1 

26.1 

.16 
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PRIMARY  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


Prematurity 
Congenital  Defects  : 


1 


Atelectasis 

(One  also  congenital  heart  and  skeletal 
deformity) 

(One  also  intracranial  haemorrhage) 


2 


Hydrocephalus 
Congenital  Heart 

Hydrocephalus  and  Spina  Bifida  . . 


1 

5 


1 


Bronchial  pneumonia 

(One  with  congenital  heart  defect) 


Gastro  enteritis  , . 

(Salmonella  Typhimurium) 


1 


12  children  died  in  their  first  year  and  eight  of  these  deaths  oc- 
curred in  the  neo-natal  period. 

Seven  of  the  children  who  died  suffered  from  prematurity  or 
congenital  defect. 

Of  the  five  children  who  died  of  pneumonia,  one  died  during  the 
first  day  of  its  life,  another  also  suffered  from  middle  ear  disease,  while 
a third  had  congenital  heart  disease. 

The  fact  that  40%  of  the  children  died  of  a respiratory  disease 
again  indicates  the  need  for  taking  preventive  measures,  since  in  early 
infancy  a minor  respiratory  infection  may  become  a matter  of  urgency 
within  a few  hours. 

The  need  for  improving  environmental  conditions  and  for  instruct- 
ing the  young  mother  in  the  elements  of  child  care  and  hygiene  is 
amply  demonstrated. 
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SECTION  “B” 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA 


(a)  Provided  by  the  County  Council 

Details  of  these  services  are  provided  for  information  by  courtesy 
of  the  County  Council. 


Ambulance  Facilities.  The  Nottinghamshire  County  Council 
have  a comprehensive  co-ordinated  Ambulance  Service  covering  the 
whole  of  the  administrative  County  Area. 


The  ambulance  requirements  of  the  Beeston  and  Stapleford 
Urban  District  are  in  the  main  covered  by  the  vehicles  and  personnel 
of  the  Beeston  Ambulance  Depot.  The  vehicle  establishment  of  this 
Depot  is  four  ambulances  and  one  sitting  case  car. 

The  following  will  compare  the  demand  during  1953,  1954  and 
1955. 


Calls 

1955 

1954 

1953 

Accident  and  Emergency ' . . 

934 

898 

928 

Other  

7881 

8394 

7016 

Patients  Carried 

Accident 

187 

186 

183 

Emergency 

765 

735 

766 

Treatment 

8980 

9678 

8005 

Infectious 

321 

123 

204 

Maternity 

183 

230 

210 

Other 

31 

43 

65 

Total  Mileage  involved 

78381 

80470 

75761 

Not  all  the  patients  resided  in  the  area  of  the  Beeston  and 
Stapleford  Urban  District  Council. 


Methods  by  which  the  Public  may  obtain  an  Ambulance  : — 

(a)  In  Emergency.  Dial  “ O ” (or  999  where  the  appropriate 
facility  has  been  provided — the  disc  on  the  instrument  will 
indicate  this)  and  ask  for  “ Ambulance.”  The  telephone 
number,  as  indicated  on  the  instrument,  and  the  caller’s 
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name  and  address  should  be  given  when  requested.  The 
Exchange  will  connect  the  caller  with  the  main  station 
concerned.  The  nature  of  the  emergency  and  the  address 
(or  exact  location  in  the  case  of  an  accident)  to  which  the 
ambulance  should  be  sent,  should  be  clearly  stated. 

All  urgent  calls  for  accidents,  sudden  illness  or  maternity 
will  be  answered  without  question,  and  the  Main  Station 
will  provide  an  ambulance  either  directly  or  through  a 
Sub-Station. 

^b)  Non-Urgent  Calls.  These  should  be  made  to  the  County- 
Ambulance  Control,  by  dialling  or  asking  for  Nottingham 
88771.  Such  calls,  including  routine  hospital  attendances, 
etc.,  will  only  be  accepted  when  supported  by  a recommen- 
dation as  to  need  from  a Doctor,  Nurse,  Midwife,  Dentist, 
or  other  responsible  person.  The  following  information 
should  be  given  by  a person  making  a call  : — 

His  or  her  name  and  address, 

Name  and  address  of  patient, 

Patient  to  be  conveyed  from 

to (Place  or  address  in  each  case) 

Time  and  date  of  ambulance  required, 

Type  of  case  or  nature  of  illness. 

In  these  cases  as  much  notice  as  possible  should  be  given. 
The  Use  of  Messengers. 

Instead  of  telephoning,  messengers  may  be  sent 
direct  to  any  station,  sub-station  or  depot,  but  in 
emergency  the  method  described  above  is  preferable. 
It  is  to  be  emphasised  that  the  dial  “ O ” or  “ 999  ” method 
should  never  be  used  except  in  circumstances  of  urgency. 
The  service  is  free  and  no  payment  should  be  proffered  to 
drivers  or  attendants. 

It  cannot  be  emphasised  too  strongly  that  the  Ambulance 
Service  is  provided  only  for  those  patients  who  really  require 


11 


it.  Before  recommending  a patient  for  ambulance  transport 
otherwise  than  in  emergency,  doctors,  midwives,  nurses, 
dentists  and  others  should  therefore  be  satisfied  that  the 
patient  could  not,  owing  to  illness  or  disability,  reasonably 
be  expected  to  travel  by  public  transport.  The  ambulance 
service  may  be  abused  at  the  expense  of  a patient  where 
need  is  desperate — and  at  the  cost  of  his  life. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  sessions  are  held  at  the  Beeston  and 
Stapleford  Centres  as  follows  : — 

Dovecote  Lane,  Beeston  . . Alternate  Mondays  and  each 

Wednesday  afternoon,  1.30  to 
4.30  p.m. 

Pinfold  Lane,  Stapleford  . . On  alternate  Thursday  after- 
noons, 1.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

The  Doctor  is  in  attendance  at  each  session. 


CHILD  WELFARE  SESSIONS: 


Dovecote  Lane,  Beeston 

Tuesdays  1 ,30p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 
Thursdays  ,, 

Fridays  „ 

Pinfold  Lane,  Stapleford 

Mondays  1.30  to  4.30  p.m. 
Wednesdays  ,, 

Ordnance  Depot,  Chilwell 

Alternate  Wednesdays 
10  a.m.  to  12  noon 


Medical  Officer  attends  the  Centre 
on  Tuesdays  & Fridays. 


Medical  Officer  attends  on  Wed- 
nesdays each  week,  and  on  alter- 
nate Mondays. 


I Medical  Officer  attends 
every  session. 


27,  Wentworth  Road,  Chilwell 

Wednesdays  9.30  to  12.0  i Medical  Officer  attends  alternate 

Wednesdays  1.30  to  4.30  1 sessions. 


Health  Visitors  are  in  attendance  at  each  Ante-Natal  and  Child 
Welfare  session. 
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Immunisation  Clinics 

Immunisation  Clinics  are  held  twice  monthly,  one  being  held  at 
the  Beeston  Centre  on  the  first  Tuesday  morning  of  the  month  and  one 
at  the  Stapleford  Centre  on  the  first  Friday  afternoon  of  the  month, 
also  at  the  Wentworth  Road  Clinic  on  the  first  free  Wednesday  morning 
in  each  month.  Vaccination  Clinics  are  arranged  as  necessary. 

School  Clinics 

Dovecote  Lane,  Beeston 

Mondays  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon  ->  Medical  Officer  attends  on 

Thursdays  ,,  -*  both  days 

Pinfold  Lane,  Stapleford, 

Tuesdays  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon  ->  Medical  Officer  attends 
Fridays  do.  / on  Tuesdays. 


Dental  Clinics 

Dovecote  Lane,  Beeston 

Daily  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon  and  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


Pinfold  Lane,  Stapleford, 

Daily  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon  and  2.0  p.m.  to  5.0  p.m.  and  every 
alternate  Saturday  morning  9.30  a.m.  to  12.0  noon. 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinics 

Dovecote  Lane,  Beeston  : — 


Tuesdays,  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon 


From  first  Tuesday  in 
October  to  end  of  April. 


Pinfold  Lane,  Stapleford  : — 

Tuesdays  2 p,m.  to  4 p.m.  ->  From  first  Tuesday  in 
Fridays  ,,  / October  to  end  of  April. 


Speech  Therapy  Clinics 

1.  Wednesday  all  day  and  Thursday  afternoon  in  Beeston. 

2.  Monday  all  day  and  Thursday  morning  in  Stapleford. 


Occupational  Therapy  Clinics 

Alternate  Wednesday  mornings,  10.0  to  12.0  noon — Beeston. 
Alternate  Friday  afternoons,  2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. — Stapleford. 
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Home  Help  Service 

At  the  time  of  writing,  nine  full  time  and  18  part  time  Home  Helps 
are  employed  by  the  Nottinghamshire  County  Council  in  this  district. 

Home  Helps  are  available  for  households  where  domestic  help 
is  required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill,  lying-in, 
an  expectant  mother,  mentally  defective,  aged,  or  a child  not  over 
compulsory  school  age.  The  charge  for  their  services  is  now 
2/9  per  hour,  but  the  County  Council’s  Scale  of  Assistance  is 
applied  in  cases  where  the  householder  is  unable  to  afford  the  standard 
charge. 

A Sub-Organiser  and  a Case-Worker  are  employed  in  this  district 
and  have  office  accommodation  at  Dovecote  Lane  Clinic,  Beeston. 
The  telephone  number  is  Beeston  256603. 

The  following  is  a full  report  of  the  work  done  within  the  district 
during  the  year  : — 


Maternity  cases 

54 

Chronic  and  old  age 

. . 183 

T.B 

6 

Others  . . 

53 

Day  Nurseries 

There  are  now  two  fifty-place  non-residential  Day  Nurseries 
within  the  district,  one  at  Stapleford  and  one  at  Beeston. 

There  are  still  short  waiting  lists  for  both  Nurseries. 


Care  of  Premature  Infants 

The  provision  of  draught-proof  cots  with  hot-water  bottles, 
blankets,  etc.,  and  an  ambulance  is  made  for  all  premature  infants 
requiring  transportation  to  hospital.  They  are  accompanied  by  a 
Midwife  or  Health  Visitor. 

Similarly  equipped  cots  are  provided  for  such  infants  nursed  at 
home. 

The  services  of  a Consultant  Paediatrician  are  available  when 
required. 
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(b)  Provided  by  Other  Bodies 

Rheumatism  Clinic 

A Rheumatism  Clinic  held  in  the  Chilwell  Memorial  Hall  is  run 
by  the  British  Red  Cross  Detachment,  two  sessions  being  held  weekly, 
on  Wednesday  afternoon  and  evening  and  Saturday  afternoon  during 
the  months  October  to  May. 

Patients  are  treated  on  production  of  a Doctor’s  certificate  ; three 
masseurs  (two  from  the  General  Hospital  and  one  from  the  Red 
Cross  Detachment)  being  engaged. 

Nursing  in  The  Home 

1.  Infectious  Diseases.  All  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  which 
cannot  effectively  be  isolated  at  home  and  nursed  by  members  of  the 
household  are  removed  to  Isolation  Hospitals.  No  assistance  is 
available  from  any  other  source  for  nursing  infectious  disease  cases 
at  home. 

2.  General.  There  are  ten  district  nurses  operating  in  the  dis- 
trict, five  appointed  by  the  Beeston  Nursing  Association,  three  by  the 
Chilwell,  Attenborough  and  Toton  Nursing  Association,  and  two 
by  the  Stapleford  Nursing  Association.  These  Associations  function 
on  behalf  of  the  Local  Plealth  Authority. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

Specimens  from  cases  or  suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Tuber- 
culosis, Enteric  Fever,  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  Pneumonia,  Dysentery, 
Food  Poisoning  and  complications  of  Pregnancy  and  the  Puerperium 
are  sent  for  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  63,  Gold- 
smith Street,  Nottingham.  There  is  no  charge  for  this  service.  A 
small  stock  of  tubes,  swabs,  etc.,  for  these  purposes  is  kept  at  the 
Health  Department,  Beeston. 

Scabies  and  Pediculosis 

The  Scabies  Clinic  at  Bramcote  continues  to  function.  On  receipt 
of  a request  from  the  Local  Medical  Practitioners,  Factory  Medical 
Officers,  School  Medical  Officers  or  any  other  source,  arrangements 
are  made  for  those  concerned  to  attend  at  the  Special  Scabies  Clinic 
at  Bramcote  Park  for  treatment. 

The  patients  arc  given  a hot  bath  and  are  treated  twice,  usually 
on  successive  days,  with  Benzyl  Benzoate. 
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A Benzyl  Benzoate  product  with  a vanishing  cream  base  has  been 
used  successfully  on  very  small  children  for  whom  the  normal  25% 
Benzoate  emulsion  proves  too  irritating. 

Lethane  Oil  or  other  preperations  are  still  supplied  free  to  cases 
of  Pediculosis. 

Health  Education 

Lectures  were  given  during  the  year  on  various  subjects  to  several 
organisations  within  the  district.  The  subject  matter  included  a dis- 
course on  Infantile  Paralysis  and  its  prevention,  poliomyelitis  Vaccina- 
tion, the  Prevention  of  Accidents  in  the  Home,  the  care  of  young 
children,  the  emotional  problems  of  the  young,  Food  Hygiene  and  other 
general  medical  subjects. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Notts  County  Council,  a Home  Safety 
Week  was  staged  at  the  Youth  Centre  from  the  13th  September  to  the 
17th  September. 

An  exhibition,  arranged  by  the  Home  Safety  Committee,  was 
shown  at  the  Gas  Showrooms,  posters  were  displayed  in  the  Libraries, 
Clinics,  etc.,  while  demonstrations  and  cinema  shows  were  given  at 
the  Youth  Centre  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Education  Dept,  of  the 
County  Council. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS,  1955 


The  following  are  the  results  of  medical  examinations  of  Council 
employees  in  connection  with  the  Council’s  Superannuation  and  Sick 
Pay  Schemes. 


Number  of  Superannuation  examinations 

Number  accepted 

Number  rejected 

Number  accepted  conditionally 

Number  of  examinations  for  Sick  Pay  Scheme 

Number  Accepted 

Number  Rejected 

Number  accepted  conditionally 


14 

13 


78 

71 

3 

4 


There  were  also  14  examinations  made  of  workmen  who  had  been 
absent  for  periods  of  over  one  month. 
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SECTION  “ C” 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  Over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 

On  receipt  of  notification  of  an  Infectious  Disease  the  following 
procedure  is  put  into  practice  : — 

In  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Poliomyelitis,  Cerebro-Spinal 
Fever  or  Diphtheria,  etc.,  the  home  of  the  patient  is  visited 
by  one  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who  reports  regarding 
the  home  conditions,  contacts,  and  the  advisability  of  removal 
to  hospital.  Swabs  are  taken  where  necessary  and  sent  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  investigation  for  bacteria, 
and  the  Health  Department  arrange  the  removal  to  hospital 
of  all  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  or  isolation. 
The  Health  Visitor  and/or  School  Nurse  is  also  notified 
of  all  appropriate  cases,  and  it  is  her  duty  to  visit  and 
educate  the  parents  regarding  contact  periods,  isolation 
periods,  and  to  follow  up  school  and  pre-school  contacts 
who  are  susceptible. 

Disinfection  of  premises  and  library  books  is  carried  out  by 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  as  and  when  necessary. 
Head  teachers  of  the  schools  in  the  district  are  notified  of 
all  cases  of  infection  occurring  amongst  their  children. 
They,  too,  are  required  to  notify  the  Health  Department 
of  any  cases  of  infection  occurring  in  their  schools  as  soon 
as  they  become  aware  of  such. 

In  cases  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  does  not  visit,  but  an  informative  letter  is  sent  to 
the  parents  instructing  them  in  the  duties  of  isolation  and 
quarantine,  and  pointing  out  the  penalties  for  neglect. 

The  Health  Visitor  and/or  School  Nurse  visit  cases  of  Whoop- 
ing Cough,  to  ensure  that  adequate  isolation  is  maintained. 

Wherever  possible  in  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning 
all  utensils  and  all  food  still  remaining  from  meals  taken 
during  the  24  hours  preceding  the  onset  of  symptoms 
are  submitted  for  examination. 

In  the  event  of  an  epidemic  of  food  poisoning,  dysentery, 
etc.,  the  co-operation  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  staff 
is  requested. 


Cases  of,  and  Deaths  from,  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  past  five  years. 
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f Inward  transfers — no  actual  notification  received.  * Pneumonia  deaths  as  reported  by  the  Registrar  General  refer 

to  all  types  while  notifications  refer  only  to  primary  pneumonia. 
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SELECTED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male  Female 


Tuberculosis  respiratory  5 3 

Malignant  neoplasm — 


stomach  . . 

8 

2 

lung,  bronchus  . . 

14 

3 

breast 

— 

Cancer 

11 

Cancer 

uterus 

— 

34 

5 

45 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

12 

24 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

19 

33 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

29 

Diseases  of 

21 

Diseases  of 

Hypertension  with  heart  dis- 

the  cardio- 

the  cardio- 

ease 

5 

vascular 

7, 

vascular 

Other  heart  disease 

21 

system  92 

37 

system  110 

Other  circulatory  disease 

18 

121 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

7 

16 

Bronchitis 

19 

7 

Other  diseases  of  the  respira- 

tory  system 

2 

0 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duo- 

denum 

2 

0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

6 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

4 

All  other  accidents 

5 

3 

Suicide 

1 

0 

Other  causes  of  death . . 

24 

32 

Total  deaths  in  the  area 

198 

227 

DIPHTHERIA 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  case  of  Diphtheria  has  been  notified 
during  the  past  three  years. 

At  December  31st,  1955,  10,070  children  under  15  years  of  age 
were  protected  against  Diphtheria  by  immunisation.  This  figure 
represents  84.0%  of  the  estimated  total  of  children  in  the  age  group. 

There  is,  however,  no  room  for  complacency,  as  this  indicates  a 
fall  of  1.3%  over  last  year’s  figures. 

During  the  year  there  were  169  cases  confirmed  in  England  and 
Wales,  demonstrating  a danger  that  is  still  with  us. 

The  non-immunised  child  is  still  vulnerable  to  this  serious 
infection,  and  all  parents  who  have  not  presented  their  children  for 
immunisation  are  urged  most  strongly  to  do  so. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


This  function  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  acting,  with  the  consent  of  the  Urban  District  Council,  as 
an  Agent  of  the  County  Council. 


Number  of  persons  primarily  vaccinated  during  1955: — 

(i)  Under  Public  Health  Department  arrangements  . . 149 

(ii)  By  Private  Practitioners  . . . . . . . . . . 229 

Number  of  persons  re-vaccinated  during  1955  : — 

(i)  Under  Public  Health  Department  arrangements  . . 12 

(ii)  By  Private  Practitioners  . . . . . . . . . . 47 

Number  of  children  at  31.12.55  who  had  completed  a course  of 
Immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date,  (i.e.  at  any  time  since 
January,  1941) : — 


Age  at  31.12.55 
i.e.  born  in  year 

Under  1 
1955 

1-4 

1954—1951 

5-9  | 10-14 

1950-19461945-1941 

1 

Under  15 
Total 

Last  complete 
course  of  injec- 
tions (whether 
primary  or 
booster) 

A 1951-1955 

86 

2292 

3522 

432 

6332 

B 1950  or  earlier 

1303 

2435 

3738 

Totals 

86 

2292 

4825 

2867 

10070 

Total  number  of  such  children  immunised. . ..  ..  10,070 

Estimated  number  of  children  of  0-15  years  in  the  district  11,987 
Estimated  percentage  immunised  . . . . . . . . 84.0% 

Percentage  immunised  in  the  whole  county  . . . . 81.5% 


POLIOMYELITIS 

During  the  months  August,  September  and  October,  12  confirmed 
cases  of  Paralytic  Infantile  Paralysis  occurred.  Of  these,  two  were 
directly  associated,  while  a third  was  an  indirect  contact.  The  locus 
of  infection  was  mainly  centred  around  the  Central  Ordnance  Depot, 
and  of  those  affected  seven  were  school  children. 
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At  the  time  of  writing,  all  these  children  are  attending  school 
or  are  now  in  employment,  and  show  little  in  the  way  of  stigmata. 

One  case  was  a pre-school  child  who  is  still  in  hospital  but  is 
making  a good  recovery,  having  regained  the  use  of  her  legs,  although 
there  is  still  some  weakness  in  her  abdominal  muscles.  She  is  expected 
to  return  home  in  the  near  future. 


A married  woman,  a possible  indirect  contact  of  this  little  girl,  is 
still  in  hospital  severely  paralysed  but  making  progress.  In  both  these 
latter  cases  there  was  a delay  in  diagnosis. 

The  other  three  adults  who  were  infected  have  now  recovered. 


During  the  epidemic,  the  following  action  was  taken  : 

The  homes  were  visited  and  all  home  contacts  listed  and  advised. 

The  School  Nurse  visited  the  schools  concerned  and  all  near 
contacts  were  excluded.  Children  who  were  suffering  from  sore 
throats  were  also  excluded.  Schools  were  advised  regarding  the 
necessity  of : 

(a)  Restricting  physical  exercises. 

(b)  Washing  of  hands  after  toilet. 

(c)  Not  holding  assemblies. 

A letter  was  sent  to  all  the  parents  of  school  contacts,  instructing 
them  in  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and  advising  them  accordingly. 

The  classes  in  question  were  visited  twice  a week  by  the  School 
Nurse,  and  liaison  was  maintained  with  the  District  Education 
Officer  and  with  the  General  Practitioners  within  the  area. 

There  was  excellent  co-operation  amongst  all  Departments  and 
Autorities  concerned. 

The  mother  of  one  case  was  compensated  by  the  Local  Authority 
for  the  closure  of  her  food  store,  which  was  part  of  her  house.  The 
closure  was  for  three  weeks,  during  which  time  the  premises  were 
disinfected. 

One  interesting  feature  of  the  epidemic  was  its  coincidence  with 
a much  more  widespread  outbreak  of  diarrhoea,  the  nature  of  which 
was  not  discovered,  in  spite  of  numerous  laboratory  investigations 
undertaken. 
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DYSENTERY 

There  were  21  confirmed  cases  of  Dysentery  during  the  year, 
11  of  which  occurred  in  the  quarter  ending  31st  March. 

Although  there  were  76  fewei  cases  during  1955  than  in  the 
previous  year  the  danger  of  an  outbreak  from  this  infection  is  always 
with  us.  It  is  an  important  cause  of  loss  of  man  hours  in  industry  and 
of  non-attendance  at  school. 

The  need  for  personal  hygiene  not  only  by  food  handlers  but  by 
the  public  at  large  must  ever  be  stressed.  This  disease  can  be  spread 
from  hand  to  hand  and  children  in  this  respect  are  especially  vulnerable. 

It  is  necessary  to  wash  hands  after  toilet,  and  before  each  meal, 
to  cleanse  the  lavatory  seat  and  to  be  scrupulous  in  kitchen  technique, 
if  spread  of  this  infection  is  to  be  avoided. 


FOOD  POISONING 

During  the  year  there  were  63  corrected  notifications  of  food 
poisoning,  consisting  of  44  single  cases  and  seven  outbreaks  involving 
19  cases  in  all. 

Two  thirds  of  these  cases  occurred  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year. 

In  three  outbreaks,  involving  10  individuals,  the  organism  con- 
cerned was  not  discovered,  while  in  the  other  four  outbreaks  in  which 
nine  persons  were  affected,  the  agent  was  identified  by  laboratory 
investigation. 

Samples  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  gave  the  following 
positive  results  : 


Salmonella  typhi-murium  . . . . 34 

Salmonella  Meleagridis  . . . . 2 

Salmonella  Chester  . . . . . . 2 

Salmonella  Heidelberg  . . . . 1 

Salmonella  Shangani  . . . . . . 1 
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During  an  investigation  in  which  a family  were  suffering  from 
Food  Poisoning  due  to  Salmonella  Typhi-murium,  two  food  handlers 
in  a local  dairy  were  found  to  be  carriers  of  Salmonella  Chester  and  were 
excluded  from  work  until  three  consecutive  negative  samples  were 
obtained.  Their  wages  were  continued  to  be  paid  by  the  firm  in  question 
and  it  was  not  necessary  to  implement  Section  148  of  the  Nottingham 
shire  County  Council  Act,  1951, 
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It  is  regretted  that  one  infant  died  during  the  year  from  Gastro- 
enteritis in  which  the  causal  organism  was  salmonella  typhi-murium. 

An  outbreak  of  Paratyphoid  occurred  in  another  part  of  the  County. 
One  case  and  three  carriers  were  found  in  this  district,  but  no  link  with 
other  districts  was  discovered. 

THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

During  the  year  it  was  not  necessary  to  move  any  aged  person  to 
an  Institution  or  to  hospital  under  this  Act. 

A single  woman  over  80  years  of  age  was  found  to  be  in  need  of 
care  and  attention  and  to  be  living  in  unhygienic  conditions.  A relative, 
however,  promised  to  take  her  into  her  home  and  care  for  her. 

In  August,  she  was  admitted  to  hospital,  and  when  due  for  dis- 
charge her  relatives  refused  to  accept  any  further  responsibility  for  her. 

During  her  absence  her  home  was  cleansed  and  defects  remedied, 
and  her  room  prepared  for  her  return,  She  is  at  present  being  cared 
for  by  the  Home  Help  Service,  and  although  bedridden  she  is  clean, 
well  cared  for  and  reasonably  comfortable. 

Other  aged  persons  in  the  district  were  referred  to  the  Home 
Help  Service,  and  our  best  thanks  are  due  to  this  service,  and  to  the 
County  Welfare  Service  for  their  constant  co-operation  and  help. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  CARRIED  OUT  IN 
1955  ON  SPECIMENS  FROM  BEESTON 
AND  STAPLEFORD  U.D. 

I.  Clinical  Specimens  (from  General  Practitioners  and  M.O.H.). 


Nose  and  Throat  swabs  . . 135 

Sputa  . . . . . . 40 

Faeces  . . . . . . 653 

18 
36 


I 4 positive  H.  pertussis 
| 36  positive  haem,  streps, 
j 4,  positive  Vincent’s 
Organisms. 

6 positive  T.B. 

34  positive  Salm.  typhi- 
murium 

4 pos.  Salm.  paratyphi  B 
2 positive  Salm.  meleagr. 

2 positive  Salm.  Chester 

1 positive  Salm.  heidelberg 
1 positive  Salm.  shanyani 
25  positive  Sh.  sonnei 

3 positive  Esch.  coli  0 26 


Urines 

Miscellaneous 


Total  . . 882 
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II.  83  samples  of  milk,  four  of  water,  nine  of  ice  cream  and  six  of 
food  were  examined,  as  also  were  three  rats,  the  details  being  set  forth 
later  in  this  report. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1955. 


Age 

Period 

(Years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

M F 

Nc 

Pulmo 

M 

>n- 

nary 

F 

Pulmonary 
M F 

i 

Pul 

M 

Mon- 

monary 

F 

0—  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1—  . . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1# 

5—  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10—  . . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15—.. 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2* 

20—  . . 

5 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1* 

2* 

25—.. 

4 

6 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2* 

5* 

35—  . . 

7 

5 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3* 

1* 

45—  . . 

5 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1* 

55—  . . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1* 

65  — 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

30 

24 

2 

1 

5 

3 

0 

0 

Totals 

9# 

10* 

* Inward  Transfers — no  actual  notification  received. 


The  following  table  will  compare  the  deaths  from  Pulmonary  and 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  past  five  years  : — 


1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

Pulmonary  . . 

8 

9 

11 

8 

14 

Non-Pulmonary 

0 

3 

2 

2 

1 
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In  conclusion,  it  is  my  pleasure  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  encouragement, 
and  my  colleagues  in  other  Departments,  and  Doctor  C.  W.  W. 
Jeremiah,  the  County  Medical  Officer,  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

The  valuable  services  of  Dr.  Mitchell  who  has  succeeded  Dr. 
Ludlam  as  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  were  much  ap- 
preciated by  this  Depatment. 

I am  pleased  once  again  to  acknowledge  the  ready  assistance  and 
willing  co-operation  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Brownhill,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  the  loyal  support  of  all  the  members  of  the  Health  Department. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  BEBBINGTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1955. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  The  Beeston  and  Stapleford 

Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I present  to  you  my  fourteenth  Annual 
Report  as  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  1955  was  a year  of  great 
activity  in  the  Department. 

Housing.  As  required  by  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act 
the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  proposals  were  submitted  to  the  Minister 
in  July,  1955. 

The  number  of  houses  regarded  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 
within  the  meaning  of  Section  9 of  that  Act  and  suitable  for  demolition 
either  in  Clearance  Areas  or  individually  was  approximately  400.  The 
Council  decided  that  the  houses  should  be  dealt  with  at  the  rate  of 
80  per  year  for  the  next  five  years. 

All  owners  and  occupiers  of  the  houses  included  in  the  proposals 
were  notified  by  post  of  their  inclusion,  and  copies  of  the  proposals 
are  open  to  inspection  at  the  Town  Hall  and  at  The  Willows.  Particulars 
of  the  action  already  taken  appear  later  in  the  Housing  section  of  the 
Report. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair.  During  the  year  35  applications  for 
certificates  of  disrepair  were  received,  all  of  which  were  granted.  This 
is  a much  smaller  number  than  one  would  have  anticipated,  and  is 
probably  due  to  the  hesitancy  of  property  owners  to  serve  increase  of 
rent  certificates  lest  they  receive  in  return  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
involving  them  in  heavy  repair  costs. 

Meat  Inspection.  The  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  area 
has  proved  to  be  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  district,  and  no  particular 
difficulties  have  been  encountered  during  the  year.  Every  one  of  the 
animals  slaughtered  there  has  been  inspected  by  your  inspectors  and 
full  particulars  are  tabulated  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act.  This  Authority  has  now  completed  a full 
year  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

As  was  hoped,  it  has  been  possible  to  carry  out  more  sampling 
than  before,  and  more  economically.  Details  of  the  samples  taken  are 
given  later. 
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The  year  has  also  seen  the  introduction  of  two  most  important 
enactments  in  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  to  consolidate  and 
supplement  previous  Food  and  Drugs  legislation,  and  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955,  most  of  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st 
January,  1956.  . 

Certain  provisions  involving  alterations  to  premises  or  equipment 
or  substantial  changes  in  existing  practices  did  not  become  operative 
until  the  1st  July,  1956. 

Although  the  Regulations  have  been  operative  for  so  short  a period 
at  the  time  of  writing,  enough  has  been  achieved  already  to  show  how 
very  useful  they  will  be  in  helping  to  prevent  contamination  of  food 
and  in  improving  conditions  under  which  food  is  prepared  handled 
and  sold.  Next  year  it  is  hoped  to  include  a Table  showing  precise 
improvements  carried  out. 


SECTION  “D” 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 

With  the  exception  of  a few  isolated  properties,  the  whole  of  the 
district  obtains  its  water  from  the  Nottingham  Corporation.  The 
supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity,  has  no  plumbo- 
solvent  action  and  no  complaints  have  been  received. 


Four  samples  of  mains  water  were  taken  during  1955,  the  results 
being  set  out  below. 


No.  of  the 
Sample 

Source  of 
Supply 

Examined 

by 

Result 

1 

Mains 

Public  Health 
Laboratory 

Satisfactory 

2 

>> 

Public  Analyst 

>> 

3 

>> 

Public  Health 
Laboratory 

)) 

4 

>> 

Public  Analyst 

>> 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE 

Refuse  Collection.  There  have  been  no  changes  in  our  refuse 
collection  arrangements  during  the  year,  but  the  increased  number  of 
premises,  nearly  4,000  houses  having  been  built  since  the  war,  has 
now  necessitated  the  creation  of  an  extra  round,  and  a new  vehicle  has 
been  ordered  for  this  purpose. 

The  labour  situation  in  the  district  has  remained  acute,  and, 
despite  the  benefits  of  our  dustbin  incentive  bonus  scheme,  has  caused 
us  at  times  to  fall  below  our  normal  weekly  collection. 

Our  fleet  still  comprises  : 

Refuse  Removal 

1 S.  & D.  fore  and  aft  tipping  rear  loading  diesel  engined  vehicle. 

3 S.  & D.  fore  and  aft  tipping  rear  loading  petrol  engined  vehicles. 

1 S.  & D.  rear  loading  moving  floor  petrol  engined  vehicle. 

1 Guy  side  loading  vehicle  (spare  vehicle). 

Refuse  Disposal 

1 Guy  tipping  vehicle  for  removal  of  screened  dust,  etc. 

Salvage 

1 Guy  tipping  lorry. 

2 Brush  Electric  Vehicles  for  Waste  Food  Collection. 

1 Morrison  Electric  Vehicle  for  Waste  Food  collection. 

Refuse  Disposal.  All  our  refuse  is  dealt  with  by  separation  and 
incineration.  The  new  Weighbridge  was  installed  and  working  by 
October  1955,  and  has  proved  to  be  a most  valuable  addition  to  the 
Council’s  plant.  All  refuse  and  salvage  is  now  weighed  as  it  arrives  at 
the  Destructor. 

Salvage  of  Waste  Materials.  Once  more  new  record  figures  were 
established.  During  the  year  ended  31.3.56  some  2,066  tons  of  various 
materials  were  salvaged  and  sold  for  .£14,501.  Both  these  are  new  high 
totals,  being  an  increase  on  the  previous  year  of  96  tons  and  £1,872. 

The  profit  on  Salvage  for  the  year  ended  31.3.56  amounted  to 
£7,263,  equivalent  to  a 5.36d.  rate. 

The  following  table  taken  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  published  costing  return,  shows  the  costs  of  the  refuse 
collection  and  disposal  services  in  this  district  as  compared  with  the 
average  for  other  Local  Authorities  of  a comparable  size  for  the  year 
ended  31.3.55. 
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Cost  per 

Cost  per 

Cost  per 
1,000  houses 

ton 

1,000  pop. 

or  premises 

Average  for  the  Country 
Local  Authorities  50- 

s.  d. 

i 

l 

100,000  pop.  . . 

46  7 

572 

1771 

Beeston  and  Stapleford 
U.D 

22  7 

332 

1058 

Particulars  of  Materials  Salvaged  during  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1956  : — 


Description  Amount  Sold  Value 


T. 

C. 

Q. 

lbs. 

l 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

845 

4 

0 

0 

7665 

18 

9 

Textiles 

28 

18 

1 

18 

461 

2 

11 

Raw  Kitchen  Waste 

559 

19 

3 

0 

2799 

18 

9 

Baled  Tins 

565 

15 

0 

0 

3223 

6 

7 

Scrap  Iron 

64 

0 

3 

0 

176 

10 

11 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

1 

14 

0 

25 

168 

15 

7 

Miscellaneous 

0 

4 

3 

12 

5 

1 

0 

2065  16 


3 27  £14500  14  6 


SALVAGE  OF  WASTE  MATERIALS 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  AND  1948 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

i • 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Secs. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

14 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  above  in  which  Sec. 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

182 

69 

5 

Nil 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Sec.  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworker’s 
premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

T otal 

196 

83 

5 

Nil 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects 

Particulars 

were 

No.  of  Cases 
in  which 

Referred  by 

Prosecutions  • 

Found 

Remedied 

H.M. 

were 

Inspector 

Instituted 

Cleanliness  (S  .1) 

Ventilation  (S  4) 
Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7) 

Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable 

Other  Offences  : 
Ineffective  drainage 

5 

5 

2 

of  floors 

— 

— 

. _ 

— 

Total 

5 

5 

2 

— 
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Outwork.  97  Outworkers  were  notified  in  the  August  lists  as 
required  by  Sec.  110  (i)  (c)  (3). 

They  were  employed  as  follows  : — 

Wearing  Apparel,  making,  ornamenting,  finishing,  etc.  . . 74 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets  . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Linen,  making  up,  ornamenting,  finishing  . . . . . . 7 

97 


Of  the  97  Outworkers  notified,  91  resided  within  the  Urban 
District  and  6 outside,  these  latter  being  re-notified  to  the  Local 
Authorities  concerned. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 

The  Rodent  Officer  has  dealt  most  effectively  with  all  complaints 
received  during  the  year,  as  well  as  carrying  out  survey  work  in  the 
district.  As  before,  all  treatments  of  domestic  premises  were  carried 
out  free  of  charge,  those  in  business  premises  being  charged  for,  in 
accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
from  whom  half  the  cost  of  this  service  is  recovered. 

All  the  district  sewers  were  again  test  baited  and  treated  where 
necessary.  3 of  the  rats  and  mice  trapped  or  poisoned  by  the  Rodent 
Officer  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination 
for  Salmonella,  etc.  All  the  results  were  negative. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  in  the  area  during 
1955  : — 


No.  of  Complaints  received 

313 

No.  of  Premises  treated  : — 

Private  Dwellings  . . 

377 

Business  Premises  . . 

13 

Council  Property 

11 

401 

No.  of  Visits 

1797 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

Four  Factories  are  registered  by  the  Council  under  the  above 
Act,  and  regular  inspections  are  carried  out.  13  samples  of  filling 
materials  for  furniture  and  bedding  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
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prescribed  analyst  during  1955.  All  the  samples  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Act. 


PETROLEUM  AND  CARBIDE  OF  CALCIUM 

87  visits  were  made  during  1955  to  premises  licenced  under  the 
Petroleum  Act. 

66  storage  installations  are  now  licenced  in  the  district,  with  a 
total  storage  capacity  of  156,050  gallons. 

Two  Premises  are  licenced  to  store  carbide  of  calcium,  up  to  a 
total  of  3,240  lbs. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 


Summary  of  Inspections 


Housing  Act  Inspections  and  Reinspections 

. . 2748 

Public  Health  Inspections  and  Reinspections 

. . 1586 

Animals  and  Fowls 

27 

Drainage  to  new  buildings,  Inspecting  and  testing 

..  535 

Drainage,  existing 

. . 617 

Drains  blocked,  cleared  by  Council  workmen  . . 

..  805 

Dustbins 

..  1752 

Factories 

83 

Food  Poisoning 

..  197 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

43 

Housing  Records  made 

57 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act 

57 

Infectious  Diseases 

..  564 

Interviews 

. . 644 

Miscellaneous 

. . 566 

Moveable  dwellings 

15 

Outworkers 

67 

Overcrowding  or  rehousing 

6 

Petroleum  and  carbide  storage 

87 

Places  of  Entertainment 

13 

Premises  disinfested 

4 

Rag  Flock  Act 

4 

Refuse  Accumulations 

42 

Refuse  Collection  and  Salvage 

..  636 

Rooms  disinfected  for  infectious  disease 

69 

Schools 

20 

Shops  Act  . . 

. . 203 

Smoke  Abatement 

81 

Stables  and  Pig  Styes 

18 

Vermin 

40 

Total 

..  11586 
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SECTION  “E”— HOUSING 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2059 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 4334 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  . . 44 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 44 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . . . . . . . . . . 20 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  859 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 781 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . . . 14 
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(2)  Numbers  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  . . . . . . . . . . 24 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 3 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  . . . . . . . . . . 14 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . . . . . 8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ..  ..  ..  15 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  . . . . . . . . . . . . nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding  : — 

Without  carrying  out  a survey  it  is  not  possible  to  give  figures 
indicating  at  all  accurately  the  degree  of  overcrowding  in  the  district. 
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NEW  HOUSES  BUILT 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

By  the  Local  Authority — Permanent  . . . . . . 312 

Pre-fabricated  . . . . nil 

By  private  enterprise  . . . . . . . . . . 250 


562 


This  brings  the  number  of  post-war  houses  built  to  the  end  of 
1955  to  2958. 

By  the  Local  Authority — Permanent  . . . . . . 1885 

Pre-fabricated  . . . . 100 

By  private  enterprise  . . . . . . . . . . 973 

(Including  five  rebuilt  war-damaged  houses) 


2958 
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SECTION  “F” 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  following  pages  give  some  indication  ol  the  amount  of  atten- 
tion paid  by  your  Inspectors  to  this  most  important  branch  of  Public 
Health  work. 


Summary  of  Visits  to  Food  Premises 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 

Butchers’  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186 

Cafe  Premises  and  Restaurants  . . . . . . . . . . 87 

Dairies  (Retailers)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 

Dairyman’s  Vehicles  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  31 

Food  Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124 

Food  Sampling  (formal)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 

Food  Sampling  (informal)  . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Food  Hawker’s  Vehicles  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 134 

Licenced  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 

Milk  Sampling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 

Other  food  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 338 

Slaughterhouse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 558 

Water  Supply  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 


Total  . . 1836 
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SAMPLES  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  109  samples  taken  by  your  Inspectors  from 
the  1st  April  to  31st  Dec.,  1955,  and  submitted  for  analysis  to  the  Public  Analyst. 


Article 

No.  genuine 

No.  adulterat  ed  or 

sub-stnd 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Almond  Paste 

1 

1 

Almonds  Ground  . . 

1 

1 

Baking  Powder 

1 

1 

Butter 

3 

3 

Bread  and  Butter  . . 

1 

1 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

1 

Cheese  Colwick 

1 

1 

Coffee  Essence 

2 

2 

Crab  Dressed 

1 

1 

Cherries  Glace 

1 

1 

2 

Ground  Rice 

1 

1 

Gravy  Salt 

1 

1 

Ham  Meat  Paste  . . 

1 

1 

Ice  Cream  . . 

4 

4 

Icing  Sugar 

1 

1 

Jam  Strawberry 

1 

1 

Jelly 

1 

1 

2 

Lard 

3 

3 

Margarine  . . 

4 

4 

Mincemeat 

2 

2 

Milk  Jelly  Crystals 

1 

1 

Mustard 

1 

1 

Milk 

32 

9 

41 

7 

7 

Pepper 

1 

1 

2 

Pork  Pie 

2 

2 

Pastry  Puffed 

1 

1 

Peel  cut  mixed 

1 

1 

Pickle 

1 

1 

Piccalilli 

1 

1 

Raising  Powder 

1 

1 

Sausage  (Pork) 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Sausage  (Beef) 

3 

3 

Salmon  Spread 

1 

1 

Squash  (Orange)  . . 

1 

1 

Sage  and  Onion 

Stuffing  . . 

1 

1 

Suet  (shredded)  Beef 

1 

Semolina  . . 

1 

1 

Sauce  (Tomato)  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Vinegar  (Malt) 

2 

2 

Whisky 

1 

1 

Xmas  Pudding 

1 

1 

Total 

77 

23 

100 

9 

9 

1938 
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cient  in  meat  This  sample  was  taken  in  the  March  quarter 

County  Council.  The  seller  was  cautioned. 
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Milk  Supply 

No.  of  retail  distributors  (excluding  producer-retailers) 
with  dairy  premises  in  the  district  who  are  registered 
with  this  Local  Authority  . . . . . . . . 8 

No.  of  retail  distributors  with  dairy  premises  in  the  area 
of  other  Local  Authorities  who  are  registered  to  retail 
milk  in  this  district. . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

No.  of  producer-retailers  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

No.  of  persons  selling  bottled  milk  only  (already  bottled 

when  received)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Act  1949. 

Number  of  licensed  Pasteurisation  Plants  in  the  district  . . 1 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  issued  to  sell 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  issued  to  sell  Pasteur- 
ised Milk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  issued  to  sell 

sterilised  milk  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Number  of  Dealers’  Licences  issued  to  sell  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk. . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  9 

Number  of  Dealers’  Licences  issued  to  sell  Pasteurised 

Milk 20 

Number  of  Dealers’  Licences  issued  to  sell  Sterilised 
Milk  . . 


66 
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ICE  CREAM 

There  were  at  the  end  of  1955,  163  premises  registered  in  the 
district  for  the  sale  and/or  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream.  They  can 
be  classified  as  follows  : — 

No.  registered  to  manufacture  ice  cream  by  heat  treatment  1 

No.  registered  to  manufacture  ice  cream  by  the  cold  mix 

process  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

No.  registered  for  sale  only  of  ice  cream  ..  ’*  ..  157 


During  the  year  134  inspections  were  made  of  ice  cream  premises 
and  9 samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken.  These  samples  were  submitted 
to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  below 
is  a summary  of  the  results  obtained  by  the  Bacteriologist. 


Grade  1 Grade  2 Grade  3 Grade  4 
9 — — — 

The  following  is  an  explanation  of  the  above  grades  : — 


Grade 

Time  taken  to  reduce  Methylene  Blue 

1 

4 hours  or  more 

2 

2\  to  4 hours 

3 

| to  2 hours 

4 

0 hours 

Owing  to  the  numerous  factors  governing  the  hygienic  quality 
of  ice-cream  and  to  the  experimental  error  of  the  laboratory  test 
itself,  it  is  unwise  to  pay  too  much  attention  to  the  bacteriological 
results  of  any  given  sample.  Judgment  should  be  based  rather  on 
a series  of  samples.  It  is  suggested  that  over  a six-monthly  period, 
50  per  cent  of  a vendor’s  samples  should  fall  into  Grade  1,  80  per 
cent  into  Grades  1 or  2,  not  more  than  20  per  cent  into  Grade  3, 
and  none  into  Grade  4. 

The  above  results  can  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AND 
CARCASES  INSPECTED,  etc. 

Period  1st  January — 31st  December,  1955 


Cattle 

exclu- 

ding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . . 

474 

384 

141 

2580 

680 

Number  inspected  . . . . 474 

384 

141 

2580 

680 

All  diseases  except  tuber- 
culosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned . . 55 

60 

— 

232 

10 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than  tuberculosis 

11.61 

16.14 

.72 

9.00 

1.76 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned . . 

34 

105 

— 

— 

25 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with 
tuberculosis 

7.60 

28.12 

— 

3.70 

» 
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WEIGHTS  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED 


Whole  Carcases 


No.  Disease 

3 Cows — Generalised 
Tuberculosis  . . 

I Cow — Leukaemia 

1 Cow — Fevered 

2 Heifers — Generalised 

Tuberculosis  . . 

1 Calf — -Immaturity 
1 Sheep — Decomposition 
1 Lamb — Fevered  . . 

1 Pig — Oedema 
1 Pig — Uraemia 


Weight 

T.  C.  Qr.  lbs. 

14  1 8 

4 1 3 

7 0 24 

11  1 8 

1 4 

2 10 

26 

1 3 2 

2 1 


Weight 

T.  C.  Qr.  lbs. 


2 0 2 2 


Parts  of  Carcases 


9 Forequarters  of  Beef — 

Tuberculosis  . . 

14 

0 

24 

Pork — Bruising  and  injury.  . 

24 

Beef — Bruising 

61  Beasts  heads — Tubercu- 

21 

losis 

1 1 

2 

0 

2 Beasts  heads — Actinomy- 

cosis 

2 

18 

1 Beasts  head — Cysticercus 

Bovis 

1 

12 

23  Pigs  heads — Tuberculosis 
Edible  Offal — Various  Dis- 

3 

1 

4 

eases 

2 10 

0 

10 

Grand  Total 


6 11  0 3 


All  this  diseased  meat  was  dyed  green  and  disposed  of  for  manu- 
facture of  animal  feeding  stuffs  and  fertilisers. 
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OTHER  CONDEMNED  FOOD 


Apple  Sauce 
2 lbs. 

Bovril 

2  lbs. 

Bacon 

318  lbs. 

Baking  Powder 

| lb. 

Biscuits 

22\  lbs. 

Butter 

1£  lbs. 

Cereals 
169J  lbs. 

Cake 
84  lbs. 

Coconut  Dessicated 

1 lb. 

Cheese 

638i  lbs. 
Crumpets 

2 lbs. 

Cherries  Glace 

i lb. 

Chocolate  Tinned 

1 lb. 

Chocolate  Spread 

2 lbs. 


Cream  Tinned 

4£  lbs. 

Fish  Tinned 

344f  lbs. 

Fish  Fresh 

27  lbs. 

Fish  Fingers 

16  lbs. 

Flour 

3  lbs. 

Fruit  Tinned 

1149J  lbs. 

Fruit  Dried 

2471  ibs. 

Jellies 

3 lbs. 

Jelly  Crystals 

4 lbs. 

Lard 

1 lb. 


Lemon  Barley  Pow. 

1 lb. 

Lobster 
1 lb. 

Milk  Tinned 

34  lbs. 

Meat 

7701  ibs. 


Pickles 

26J  lbs. 

Prawns 

30  lbs. 

Preserves 
66  lbs. 

Sauce 
12  lbs. 

Sausage 
1401  lbs. 

Sponge  Pudding 

18*  lbs. 

Sponge  Mixture 

18  lbs. 

Suet 
8i  lbs. 

Soup 
4 lbs. 

Swiss  Roll 

I lb. 

Tea 

II  lbs. 

Vegetables  Tinned 

1221  lbs. 

Wafers 
i lb. 

Whelks 

30  lbs. 


Total  Weight  : 5428  lbs.  (2  tons,  8 cwts.  1 qr.  24  lbs.). 


This  unsound  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  and  disposed  of 
at  the  Council’s  Destructor,  or  for  Animal  Feeding  Stuff's. 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  record  once  more  my  sincere  appreciation 
to  Mr.  Jones  my  Deputy  for  his  invaluable  assistance,  to  the  additional 
Inspectors  and  all  the  staff  cf  the  Department  for  their  continued 
loyalty  and  hard  work,  and  to  Doctor  Bebbington  and  my  colleagues 
in  other  Departments  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  help  and  support 
which  you  yourselves  have  given  throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  BROWNHILL, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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